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Introduction 


Kite making and kite flying has a long practice in traditional India which is also known as “Patang” (local lan- 
guage). Kite flying in India is celebrated during “Makara Sankranthi”. The day is believed to mark the arrival of 
spring in India and is a traditional. This festival is celebrated all over India, in their regional tradition way. 


The major kite festival in India which is known as Uttarrayan is celebrated in Gujarat state on 14 and 15th January. 
The celebration on 14th January is called as Uttarayan and the one on 15th January is called as Vasi-Uttarayan 
(Stale Uttarayan). 


Vadodara, Surat and Ahmedabad are the major cities, which celebrate the kite festival. The sky is filled with color- 
ful kite on the feast, which is celebrated with great fun and passion. Thousands of people participate in the kite 
flying and also many visitors from other countries visit the kite festivals held in Gujarat. 


Kites for Uttarrayan are made of special lightweight paper. Kite making is the traditional crafts practiced in 
Ahmedabad form historic days. Majorly, minor community people are involved in the kite making. Kite festival 
attracts the people with its vibrant colors and designs. Many families in Ahmedabad are involved in making kites 
and setup small shops in their home itself. Kites are made with various design shapes and patterns to look more 
attractive. Apart from Gujarat state, kite flying is also observed as major festival in Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh. 
The festival is known as “Makar Sakrat” in Rajasthani language and “Makara Sankranthi” in Uttar Pradesh. These 
three states have the major manufacturing of kites and Manza (kite string). 


History: 

Kite making in India was introduced in India during the reign of Mughal emperor Shah Alam. The tribe of kite 
makers is known as Patangbaaz. At the initial stage the kite was made in the form of Prism and was styled as 
Tinkoni Qandeel (prismatic candle). Tinkoni is the outer cover and inside this qandeel (Candle) a ball of rags 
soaked in oil was hung, with the help of a thin wire. When the ball of rags is lit, the hot air fills the qandeel and 
the tinkoni starts rising in the air giving a splendid view to spectators. It was basically a ‘Night sport’. For the 
purpose of day light flying it was modified into quadrangular in shape with better in mobility and control to the 
kite flyers. 


The design underwent further improvement and it acquired the appearance present day patang (kite). Apart 
from the sporty side, it is also played the role of messengers, conveying letters to distance corners of the city. 
The role has been described at length in florid Urdu in Masnavi-e-Zahi-e-Ishq by Nawab Mirza Shaugq, one of the 
poets of the court of Nawab Wazid Ali shah. These kites were also a part of the Indian freedom movement, where 
the freedom fighters made king-size patangs in shimmering colors on which slogans for freedom were written. 

It is also said that people dwelled in the kingdom used to tie the strings of a flying tikkal (the old version, much 
bigger than a patang) to the leg of their children’s bed. The kite string created a vibration in the bed’s structure 
lulling the children. 
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Varieties of kites displayed for marketing. 
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Bamboo stick is pasted diagonally to strengthen the 
corners of the kite. 
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Colored threads are spun on the plastic firkhi. 
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Fixing the bamboo to the kite is majorly done by women artisans. 
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Saw dust and adhesive paste is applied to fill the cracks. 
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Colorful paper piece is pasted at end of the kite to 
prevent the bamboo stick from coming off. 
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Women artisans involved in making plastic firkhis. 
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NID Campus, Bengaluru : . . : . 
¢ Cotton Thread: Cotton thread is Pasted on the sides of the kite paper to avoid the paper from tearing. 


¢ Kite Paper (Thirveni): Kite paper Basic raw material used for kite making. 


a ¢ Bamboo Stick: Bamboo stick helps to connect the corners of the kite and give support. 


http://www.dsource.in/resource/kite-making-gujarat/ 
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Stencils are used for proper measuring to make the kite. 
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Bamboo sticks are used to strengthen the corners of 
kites. 
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Different colors of kites papers. 
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Chemical gum used only for fixing bamboo stick on Cutter, used to cut the bamboo sticks for required 
plastic kites. length. 
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Round brush is used to paint on the bottle. Artisan painting patterns on bottle using turquoise 
acrylic paint. 


™ 


Artisan is drawing black outlines to make the bottle Warli designs are painted on bottle to fill up the white 
more interesting. space. 
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5. Video Cloth is wrapped over the glass bottle using glue. 
6. Contact Details 
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Firkhi 


The different type tools and raw materials used for making firkhi are: 

* Wood: Mango tree wood is used to make the wooden firkhis. 

¢ Nails: Nails are used to join the parts together. 

¢ Turning Machine: Turning machine is used to hold the wooden firkhi parts for filing process. 
¢ Enamel Paint: Enamel paint is used to color the wooden firkhi. 

¢ Hammer: Hammer used to hammer the nails to join the parts of the product. 

¢ Plastic and Paper Cylinder Rolls: Plastic and paper cylinder rolls used as the body for firkhi. 
¢ Screen Printer: Screen printer used to print the name of the company on the product. 


¢ Saw Dust and Adhesive: Mixture of saw dust and adhesive is applied on the wooden firkhis to fill the cracks. 


Cardboard rolls are used to make to body for the firkhi. 
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# Nail is hammered to provide extra grip to kite thread 
roll. 


Wood is cut into required shape and size for wooden Turning machine is used to hold the wooden firkhi for 
firkhi. filing process. 
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Nails used in joining the parts of the product. 
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Screen printer is used to print the company’s on the 
wooden disk. 


Enamel color paint is applied to make the product Mixture of saw dust and fevicol used to fill the cracks in 
look colorful. firkhi. 
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* Color Powder: Color powder to dye the threads. 


Cooked rice, glass powder, glue, color powder, glass powder, lime stone and other like Isbgole ki bhusi and soap 
ingredients are mixed and applied on the thread. 
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Locally available cotton threads used for manja Firkhi on which the colored threads are rolled. 
making. 
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Cooked rice used to make the dough. Glass powder. 
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color solution for dying. The finished product is packed using company’s label. 


The threads are dippe 
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Kite Making 


Paper Kite Making: 
The kite papers used in making kites are purchased from Delhi, locally known as “Thirveni”, are very light weight- 
ed. One bundle of kite paper consists of 190 sheets. 


Stencils made of cardboard piece, shaped as kite is used to get the proper measurement to make a kite. These 
stencils come in different shapes and sizes. Measurements are made on the sheet using stencils and the kite pa- 
per is cut using scissors into required shape and size. 


After the kite paper is cut into required shape and size, thin cotton thread is pasted on the sides to avoid the pa- 
per from tearing or to prevent it from getting torn while flying the kite. The craft paper is diagonally folded into 
two equal halves. The designs patterns are made using different colorful papers separately and pasted on these 
craft papers. 


Bamboo stick is then pasted diagonally which supports and strengthen at end of the corners. Bamboo sticks are 
bought from Calcutta and Assam and sold in the local market. These bamboo sticks are heated on to create de- 
sign pattern on them. Gum made of Maida flour is used to paste bamboo sticks on the kite. 


The stick which is pasted straight is known as “Tadda” and the one which is pasted in an arc is known as “Kam- 
maan”. Tail of the kite is called as ghesiya or poonch. A small piece of paper which is used to stick the sides of the 
kite is called as Chippa or Patti. 


Three people are involved to make one kite. One artisan cuts the required shape of the kite and the other pastes 
bamboo sticks on the kite. And the third artisan pastes patti and adds tail to the kite. More than two thousand 
kites are made in a day. 


Colorful kite papers are locally called as Thirveni. 
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The shape of the kite is obtained. Number of colorful paper sheets are kept together and 
cut at a time. 
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Bamboo sticks are burnt using a burner. 


The sticks are burnt to create design patterns on 
them. 
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Thin cotton threads are pasted on the ends of the sheet 
to avoid the paper from tearing. 
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Bamboo stick is fixed in the center of the kite. 


The ends of the stick are locked by pasting the paper 
over it. 


Another bamboo stick is bent into arc and pasted 
diagonally. 
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Finished product of kite with beautiful contrasting color. 
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Plastic Kite Making: 

Plastic kites are produced in equal quantity as paper kites. The plastic kites are made from waste plastic sheet 
which is purchased from the manufacturing company’s waste department. The sheets are cut into required shape 
using stencils. Bamboo sticks are fixed on the cut plastic sheet using chemical adhesive. Sides of sheets are curled 
and pasted on the bamboo stick. The sides of the bamboo are locked by pasting pieces. Coloured cello tapes are 
fixed on the sides of the kite to secure the bamboo sticks from coming off. Tail is added in the bottom to make it 
look attractive. The purchased plastic sheets are uneven in size and shape as they are wastes, this the reason that 
plastic kites are always made in small size. Plastic kites are less expensive and more durable compared to paper 
kites. 


Plastic sheet are cut into square shape. 
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Bamboo stick is fixed in the center of the kite. Another bamboo stick is bent into arc and pasted diag- 
onally. 
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Plastic kite and bamboo stick are attached together Tails are cut into required shape for better stability and 
with the help of plastic tape. proper flying of kites. 
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Final Kite. 
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Firkhi Making 


Wooden Firkhi Making: 

Firkhi is cylindrical shape roll, which is attached with handles on either side of the end to hold it. The kite thread 
is rolled on this firkhi. The firkhi is either made of wood or of plastic. The wooden firkhi’s are made of three types’ 
of wood: 

* Mango tree wood, 

¢ Neem tree wood and 

¢ Babul tree wood. 


These woods are purchased from nearby villages. The parts of the firkhi are made separately and joined. The side 
caps of the firkhi and the handle is made of wood, whereas the middle roll where the kite thread is spun is made 
up of cardboard rolls. 


The wood is cut into required shape with a cutting machine. The caps are shaped in disc form. The wooden discs 
are attached to the turning machine to smoothen the disc surface using sandpaper. After the parts of the fir- 
khi are made, they are checked for cracks, if found the cracks are filled with the mixture of sand husk, adhesive 
and wood shade color powder. Company's name is screen printed on the wooden discs. Cardboard roll edges are 
dipped in adhesive and fixed to the wooden discs. 


Coat of vibrant color paint is applied on the firkhi handle to make them look attractive. Wooden firkhi’s are made 
only on demand, as they are expensive compare to plastic ones, which are extremely used. 


The Side caps of wooden firkhi are cut and shaped into discs. 
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Surface of wooden firkhi is smoothen with the help 
of sand paper and turning machine. 


Cracks are filled with the mixture of sand fuel and 
adhesive. 


Vibrant color paint is applied on the wooden disc. 
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The painted wooden parts of firkhi are dried in sun 


light. 
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The screen printed wooden discs are 
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r drying. 


35 


Local adhesive is applied on edges of the cardboard roll. 
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Caps are attached to the roll. 


Hammering is done at the side caps of firkhi to fix 
firmly. 
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Hole is pierced in the cap to fix the handle. Plastic knobs are attached to the handles. 
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The knobs are hammered for to fix properly. 


~ Side caps are fixed to the cardboard roll. 
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5. Video The sides are nailed to prevent removal of side caps. 


6. Contact Details 
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Manja Making 


Manja Making (the kite flying string): 
Cotton thread available in local market is used to make the Manjaa. The threads are available from three cords to 
twelve cords. For Manjaa, artisans use four to six cords thread. 


Two poles are fixed from one end to the other. The uncolored thread is looped between the two poles as several 
layers. The combination of Kanji (cooked rice), glue, colors, and glass powder is mixed with water to get like semi 
solid dough. Lime stone (Mukhar ghaj) and few local ingredients called Isbole ki bhusi and soap is added to the 
dough to sustain the richness of the color. Then the semi-solid color dough is applied to the entire length of the 
threads. The process is done for three to four times to enhance the color and to give even shade. 


After coloring the threads are rolled on the firkhi. Coloring of the thread is done in two types. 

+ Either the dough is directly applied on white thread or, 

¢ The thread is first dyed in color water and then dough is applied on the dyed thread. This makes the thread 
more strong and sharp. 


Cooked rice (Kanji) is used as basic raw material for preparation of manja. 
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dough. 


Combination of rice dough is ready. 
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The combination of Kanji (cooked rice), glue, colors, and 
glass powder is mixed with water to get like semi solid 
dough. 
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Cotton threads are tied from one pole to another by 
several layers. 


Artisan involve in coloring the kite thread. 
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Dough is applied on the cotton threads. 
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Cotton threads are dipped into black water. 
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Colored dough is rubbed thoroughly on the threads. 
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Company labels are used for packaging the firkhis. 


u 


The threads are spun on the firkhi. 
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Paper Kites for Uttarrayan Festival Kite making is one of the most popular craft in India. Kite flying festival in India is most well-known sport in India 
by which is celebrated with great fun and enthusiasm. Now artisans come with different designs patterns and with 
Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Divyadarshan C.S., different sizes to attract customer. Vibrant colors are used to give more fascinating look to the product. The 
Abhishek G. and Lija M.G. product usually has high demand during the kite festival, which is celebrated in Gujarat at the month of January 


on the festival of “Uttarrayan”. Kite flying festivals enhances the culture and tradition of India. In the present days 


NID Campus, Bengaluru : : : 
P 6 new patterns and styles of kites are also available in the market. 
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Kites have huge demand during “Uttarrayan” festival in Gujarat. 
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Plastic kites have more demand because of their durability. 
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Kites made of simple geometrical and circular 
shaped design with contrasting colors. 
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Film actor and actress's face printed on plastic sheet is 
used for the marketing strategy. 
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Wooden and plastic firkhi rolled with vibrant color kite threads. 
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Kite Making - Anemedabad 
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Contact Details 


This documentation was done by Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Divyadarshan C. S. 
Abhishek G. and Lija M. G. at NID Campus, Bengaluru. 


You can get in touch with 
¢ Prof. Bibhudutta Baral at bibhudutta[at]nid.edu 


You could write to the following address regarding 
suggestions and clarifications: 


Helpdesk Details: 

Co-ordinator 

Project e-kalpa 

R & D Campus 

National Institute of Design 

#12 HMT Link Road, Off Tumkur Road 
Bengaluru 560 022 

India 


Phone: +91 80 2357 9054 
Fax: +91 80 23373086 
Email: dsource.in[at]gmail.com 


